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Greeting

Johana maki-e originated in the Azuchi-Momoyama period, in the third year of Tensho (1575), and this year marks its 450th anniversary.
Its origin lies in the recreation of Mitsuda-e from the Tenpyo0 era, from which the white maki-e technique was developed.

Since then, each successive generation of the OHARA family has inherited and refined the craft, passing it down through a single
hereditary line.

Successive generations of Jigoemon devoted themselves not only to lacquer art, but also to a wide range of disciplines—Japanese painting,
sculpture, poetry, haikai, medicine, rangaku (Western learning), astronomy, calendrical studies, and surveying.

They were also engaged in the creation and restoration of the hikiyama and iori-yatai floats used in the spring festival of Johana Shinmei-g
Shrine, while staying connected to the history and culture of their hometown.

The spirit of cherishing nature, people, and the countless things that enrich our lives; the heart of mutual support; and a deep trust and
gratitude toward the land where we were born and raised—all these have been handed down as the pride of the people of Johana.

The Johana Hikiyama Festival, which has continued for over 300 years, stands as a living testament to that spirit.

In this exhibition, inspired by the intellectual curiosity of the eighth-generation Jigopemon—who was versed in astronomy and Western
studies—I present my recent Eclipse series, which takes solar and lunar eclipses as its motif.

Through the transitions of light, I seek to express the transformation and deepening of Johana maki-e—its essence of “continuing to change
while remaining true to what is essential,” as an expression of gratitude to the past and hope for the future.

It would be my great honor if you would take this opportunity to view the exhibition.

OHARA Jigoemon XVI
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